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Kim Haselhoff is a post-doctoral fellow at the Lewis Center for Regional Policy Studies. 
She received her Ph.D. in Political Science at UC Irvine. Her areas of interest include 
affordable housing, urban politics, and state and local politics. Her work has mainly 
focused on Southern California. 

Werner Z. Hirsch is Emeritus Professor of Economics at UCLA. He has a B.S. degree 
(with Highest Honors) and Ph.D. degree from UC Berkeley. His interest in Public 
Education goes back to 1959 when he served as consultant to the Joint Economic 
Committee of Congress, which lead to its publishing of his monograph, Analysis of the 
Rising Cost of Public Education. 

Daniel J.B. Mitchell is Ho-su Wu Professor at the UCLA Anderson Graduate School of 
Management and Distinguished Professor of Public Policy at the UCLA School of Public 
Affairs. His research and publications involve labor markets, labor relations, California 
fiscal affairs, and other topics. Mitchell is co-editor of the journal Industrial Relations , is 
a past president of the North American Economics and Finance Association, and is the 
author of the book Pensions, Politics, and the Elderly (M.E. Sharpe, 2000). 

Jeannie Oakes is Presidential Professor in Educational Equity and Director of the 
University of California’s All Campus Consortium on Research for Diversity (ACCORD) 
and Co-Director of UCLA’s Institute for Democracy, Education & Access (IDEA). 
Oakes’ research focuses on schooling inequalities and follows the progress of educators 
and activists seeking socially just schools. An updated edition of her landmark book, 
Keeping Track: How Schools Structure Inequality, was published in 2005 by Yale 
University Press. 

Paul Ong is Professor of Urban Planning and Social Welfare in the School of Public 
Affairs and the Asian American Studies Department, and the former director of the Ralph 
and Goldy Lewis Center for Regional Policy Studies. He has a professional degree in 
urban planning and a doctorate in economics. His research focuses on the urban 
economy, environmental impacts, racial inequality and immigration. 

William Parent is Associate Dean for Advancement and Director of the Policy Forum at 
the UCLA School of Public Affairs. Before coming to UCLA, he was at Harvard 
University’s John F. Kennedy School of Government where he was Executive Director of 
the Innovations in American Government Program. 

John Rogers is an Assistant Professor in UCLA’s Graduate School of Education and 
Information Studies and the Co-Director of UCLA’s Institute for Democracy, Education 
and Access (IDEA). He studies strategies for engaging urban youth, community 
members, and educators in equity-focused school reform. He is the co-author (with 
Jeannie Oakes) of Learning Power: Organizing for Education and Justice, published in 
2006 by Teachers College Press. 
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Gary E. Strong became UCLA’s seventh university librarian in 2003. He formerly 
served as California state librarian from 1980 through 1994 and was head of the Queens 
Borough Public Library from 1994 to 2003. 

Veronica Terriquez is a Ph.D. student in sociology at UCLA. Her research focuses on 
spatial and educational inequalities. 

Nik Theodore is an Associate Professor and Director of the Center of Urban Economic 
Development at the University of Illinois, Chicago. 

Christopher Thornberg is Principal and Founder of Beacon Economics, a consulting 
firm that specializes in regional economic forecasting, market analyses and litigation 
services. Prior to starting his firm he was Senior Economist with the UCLA Anderson 
Forecast for over six years, where he authored the Anderson Forecast for California, Los 
Angeles, and the East Bay regions along with performing a variety of regional and 
market outlooks for a variety of industries and economies across the Western United 
States. He has been involved in a number of special studies measuring the impact of 
important events on the economy, including the NAFTA treaty, the California power 
crisis, the September 11 terrorist attacks, savings behavior in the U.S., and port security. 

Abel Valenzuela Jr. is an Associate Professor of Urban Planning in the UCLA School of 
Public Affairs, and Chicana and Chicano Studies at UCLA. He also is the director of the 
Center for the Study of Urban Poverty at UCLA. 

Siomara Valladares is a postdoctoral fellow with the University of California’s All 
Campus Consortium on Research for Diversity (UC ACCORD). Valladares’ research 
draws on multiple disciplines and looks at issues of access and attainment in the 
education pipeline. 

Wellford W. Wilms is a professor in UCLA’s Departments of Education and Public 
Policy. He also directs the Educational Leadership Program in the Graduate School of 
Education and Information Studies. Wilms received his Ph.D. from the University of 
California, Berkeley. He specializes in action research that spans companies, unions, K- 
12 and higher education, and police. 
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